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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Orton Parish Council held on Monday 5th January
2026, at 7.30pm in Great Orton Village Hall, Great Orton.
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Present: Councillor W. Little (Chair), Parish Councillors; M. Cork, E. Norman,
W. Reed, N. Orchard. L. Johnston, G. Wills.

Apologies
Apologies were received and accepted from the Clerk (illness), Councillor M. Howes
(work commitments) and Cumberland Councillor T. Allison.

Minutes
It was Resolved that the minutes of the council meetings held on 3rd November
2025 be signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Copy enclosed).

Public participation

Several members of the public attended the meeting and various topics were brought

to the attention of the council, as follows:

a) The Fibrus cables found in the ditch from Sandygate Lonning have been exposed
in the side of the ditch so that clearing remains impossible.

b) The cracked concrete blocks over a culvert on the Grange Road, near
Baldwinholme, have exposed a high voltage electricity cable: Cumberland
Council is aware that this needs to be rectified as a matter of urgency.

c) Subsidence of the pavement at the play area was reported again.

d) Litter had been dumped at the entrance lane to Orton Moss.

Declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests
There were no declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests received.

Parish Councillors Notification of Change to Personal Interests
There were no notifications of any changes to Councillors’ personal interests.

Request for Dispensations
There were no requests for dispensations received.

Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman made the following announcements:

a) Speeding vehicle issues were still under review.

b) The fate of the teen shelter is still being considered but whatever is agreed, must

be covered by insurance.

Reports
Cumberland Councillor Trevor Allison
Councillor T. Allison was unable to attend the meeting and no report was received.

Great Orton School Report

The school governor representatives were both unavailable because of sickness and
the school has been on holiday. A full report and newsletter will be submitted to the
next parish council meeting.

The Village Hall Committee representative

A Village Hall Committee AGM will take place immediately before the Parish Council
AGM on 2nd March 2026. Social events continue to take place, despite the fact that
the Committee desperately needs new volunteers.
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The Watchtree Representative

Councillor Little stated that Watchtree continues to work well. A Christmas meal was
held for staff and supporters, which was successful. Discussions are taking place in
the hope of purchasing a small area of land, that is of historical interest.

Planning

The following planning applications were noted:

Erection of self-build dwelling (outline) at land adjacent to Baldwinholme Farm,
Baldwinholme, Carlisle, CA5 6LJ. Ref: 25/0485. Parish Council comments amended
to read “No objections in principle but concerns regarding drainage”.

Variation of condition 3 (Opening Hours) of previously approved application 23/0461
(change of use from agricultural land to secure pet exercise enclosure) to allow
opening hours to be 07:00 - 18:00 November to February at The Ginn Ring, Orton
Rigg, Great Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6LL. Ref: 25/0656. No objections.

Financial Report

It was Resolved that the Financial Report of 30" November 2025 be approved and
accepted. It was noted that there were no deviations from budget and noted that no
further monies had been received.
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It was Resolved that the following accounts be authorised for payment:

a) Burgh-by-Sands PCC (Parish magazine) £250.00
b) Cluaran Landscapes Ltd (Grass cutting) £1,518.00
¢) Rocket Sites Ltd (Web hosting). £168.00
d) P. Carrick (inc. VAT) £870.00

Parking and Speeding Issues in Great Orton
1) No further progress was made regarding the parking problems outside Great
Orton Primary School.
2) It was Resolved that the Chairman would investigate the timing of the school
warning lights and investigate who is responsible for monitoring them.
3) It was Resolved that the Chairman would investigate the possibility of installing
2 traffic speed recording devices in Great Orton, their locations still to be agreed.

Gypsy Lonning, Little Orton, repairs to barriers
It was noted that the barrier had been completed now. Councillor Norman agreed to
add luminous stickers once the weather dries up.

Street furniture in Orton Parish & Great Orton Play Area

It was Resolved that:

(i) All of parish seats and notice boards were in order at the time of inspection.

(i) The top of the teen-shelter would be removed but the seating would be retained.

(iii) Continued attempts to contact Kompan regarding the height of the equipment in
the play area would be made.

Grass-cutting contract 2026/2027
It was Resolved that the existing conditions of the grass cutting contract would be
updated and the present contractor would be invited to apply.

Retirement of Clerk on 31/03/26
It was Resolved that a replacement Clerk/RFO would be sought and a meeting of
Councillors would be held.
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98/25 Replacement Clerk/RFO
The Clerk/RFO of a neighbouring parish council has expressed an interest in
taking up the vacancy. It was Resolved that the Chairman would contact CALC to
enquire whether the post needed to be formally advertised or not.

99/25 Rota of play area & seat inspections 2026
It was resolved that the rota for Parish Councillor inspections of seats and
noticeboards would remain the same as last year, as follows:
January 2026 WR February 2026 WL March 2026 GW.  April 2026 NO
May 2026 LJ June 2026 MH July 2026 WR August 2026 WL
September 2026 NO October 2026 GW November 2026 LJ December 2026 MH

100/25 Dates of 2026/27 Parish Council Meetings
the dates be reviewed again when there is a new clerk appointed as that person will
need to declare when they are able to attend.

101/25 Correspondence

Items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted (schedule
attached).

102/25 Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the Annual general Meeting and next ordinary Parish Council
meeting will be at 7.30pm and 8.00pm, respectively, on Monday 2nd March 2026 in
Great Orton Village Hall.

CORRESPONDANCE JANUARY 2026

Clerks & Councils Direct Issue 162 Nov 2025
Burgh by Sands PCC Request for parish magazine subscription
St Giles’ PCC Letter of thanks for grant money.

Harker Garden Buildings Ltd Trade literature
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