542

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Orton Parish Council held on Monday 2nd March
2026, at 8.00pm in Great Orton Village Hall, Great Orton.

Present: Councillor W. Little (Chair), Parish Councillors; M. Cork, E. Norman,
W. Reed, N. Orchard, M. Howes, L. Johnston, G. Wills and Cumberland Councillor
T. Allison.

103/25 Apologies
All Councillors were present, thus there were no apologies.

104/25 Minutes
It was Resolved that the minutes of the council meetings held on 5™ January 2026
be signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Copy enclosed).

105/25 Public participation

Several members of the public attended the meeting and various topics were brought

to the attention of the council, as follows:

a) A number of parishioners expressed extreme dismay at the withdrawal of the
Stagecoach bus service, which ran on Tuesdays and Fridays. The Parish Council
supported a request that a service should be provided.

b) Concerns were raised about the use of Orton Road by heavy goods vehicles.

c) Several vehicles have been seen driving straight over the Four Road Ends
crossroads without slowing down or pausing. This is believed to be because
Satnav does not show the crossroads as a junction.

d) A request was made asking that Cumberland Council Highways Department
state the reasons for road closures.

e) A meeting for all interested parties is to be organised to resolve the problems
caused by the laying of Fibrus cables in the ditch from Sandygate Lonning.

f) The collapsed culvert on the Grange Road, near Baldwinholme, is on the
Cumberland Council list for repair.

106/25 Declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests
There were no declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests received.

107/25 Parish Councillors Notification of Change to Personal Interests
There were no notifications of any changes to Councillors’ personal interests.

108/25 Request for Dispensations
There were no requests for dispensations received.

109/25 Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Chairman’s announcements.

110/25 Reports
Cumberland Councillor Trevor Allison
Councillor T. Allison agreed to pursue the concerns regarding the cessation of the
Stagecoach bus service and also problem of vehicles driving straight over the Four
Road Ends crossroads.

In addition, Councillor Allison agreed to request a Traffic Regulation Order for a
single yellow line to be painted outside Great Orton School, limiting waiting to 20
minutes, along with double yellow lines outside the gates of the play area.



543

Great Orton School Report

A full report and newsletter were submitted to the council, describing lots of exciting
activities and achievements undertaken by the children. There are presently 34 on
the school roll.

The Village Hall Committee representative
A Village Hall Committee AGM has taken place.

The Watchtree Representative

Councillor Little stated that a new Education Officer had been appointed. An oral
history of the site is also being compiled. The former airfield control tower has been
purchased, along with approximately 8 acres of land; it is hoped that restoration work
can begin, with help from interested charitable bodies.

111/25 Planning
Cumberland Council approval of the following planning application was noted:
Variation of condition 3 (Opening Hours) of previously approved application 23/0461
(change of use from agricultural land to secure pet exercise enclosure) to allow
opening hours to be 07:00 - 18:00 November to February at The Ginn Ring, Orton
Rigg, Great Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6LL. Ref: 25/0656.

112/25 Financial Report
It was Resolved that the Financial Report of 315 January 2026 be approved and
accepted. It was noted that there were no deviations from budget and noted that the
following monies had been received:

a) Cumberland Council (Precept received April 2025) £9,350.00
b) North West Electricity (Wayleave) £18.23
¢) Zurich Municipal Insurance (Claim for damaged gate). £625.00

113/25 Payment of Accounts
It was Resolved that the following accounts be authorised for payment:

a) Clerk’s salary (September 2025 to March 2026) £1,128.40
b) HSBC (Bank charges) £3.00
¢) HMRC (PAYE) £282.10
d) Cumberland Council (Play Area Inspection 2025/26) £72.42
e) P. Macdonald expenses (Toner cartridge) £39.47

114/25 Parking and Speeding Issues in Great Orton

1) It was confirmed that the timings of the flashing warning signs for Great Orton
school were all working correctly.

2) The Chairman is continuing to investigate the possibility of installing 2 traffic
speed recording devices in Great Orton, the specific devices and their locations
are still to be agreed.

3) The owners of the Wellington Inn have offered 4 parking spaces for full-time
Great Orton School teaching staff. The School Governors have agreed to ask
other teaching staff to park in the village hall car park.

115/25 Street furniture in Orton Parish & Great Orton Play Area

It was Resolved that:

(i) All of parish seats and notice boards were in order at the time of inspection.

(i) The entire teen-shelter would be removed. Councillors to commence this work.

(i) Continued attempts to contact Kompan regarding the height of the small child’s
swing in the play area would be made.

(iv) The 2026/27 grass-cutting estimate submitted by Cluaran Landscapes Ltd.,
would be accepted.
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116/25 Replacement Clerk/RFO
No further actions are required before engaging a new Clerk/RFO. Accordingly, a
new Clerk/RFO has been appointed.

117/25 Bus service cancellation
This item to be discussed further at the next Parish Council meeting.

118/25 Fibrus Fibre Optic cable issues
Cumberland Council Highways department staff, the local farmer and Messrs Fibrus
Ltd., are organising a meeting to resolve the problems caused by the present
location of the fibre-optic cable.

119/25 Correspondence
To note items of correspondence received since the last meeting (schedule
attached).

120/25 Date of Next Meeting
To note that the Annual General meeting and the next ordinary Parish Council

meeting will be at 7.30pm and 8.00pm, respectively, on Monday 11th May 2026 in
Great Orton Village Hall.
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