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The Annual Orton Parish Open Meeting took place in the Village Hall, Great Orton on Monday 2nd 
March 2026 at 7.30p.m. 
 
APLOLOGIES  

There were no apologies for absence. 
 
PRESENT  

Parish Councillor Mr W. Little (Chairman), Councillors Mr M. Howes, Mrs M. Cork, Mr G. Wills, Mr 
W. Reed, Mrs L. Johnston, Mr E. Norman, Mr N. Orchard, Cumberland Councillor T. Alllison. 
Several members of the public also attended the meeting. 
 
MINUTES  

Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2025 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a 
true record.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no Chairman’s announcements but public thanks were given to the Clerk for all her 
work in compiling the Clerk’s Report.  
 
The Work of the Parish Council 2025/2026 

Over the last year the Parish Council has continued to work in a number of different areas, as 
follows: 
 
Planning  

In 2025/26 Orton Parish Council inspected and commented on a total of 12 planning applications, 
similar to the number considered last year. These consisted of alterations or new constructions in 
Baldwinholme, Little Orton and Orton Rigg. 
 
Play Area & Village Seats 

The Orton Parish Councillors have continued to inspect the parish owned seats and notice boards 
to ensure that any necessary maintenance can be carried out quickly. A small number of 
parishioners have continued to keep the villages clean and tidy; they have our sincere thanks for 
doing this work. The play area drains were cleaned out by jetting in 2025, with good effect; the 
drainage has greatly improved and no further flooding has taken place in the play area so far.  

 
Highway Issues  

Highways staff at Cumberland Council have alleviated roadway flooding at several sites in the 
parish, with work undertaken at Mains Fauld, Great Orton and at Orton Rigg. Resolution of the 
flooding in Baldwinholme and rebuilding of a collapsed culvert is still awaited.  
 
There have been several complaints of a number of cars speeding through Great Orton. 
Discussions are being held between nearby parishes and the police to agree measures that can be 
taken to monitor offending vehicles. 
 
Increased road traffic at the Four Road Ends junction, outside Great Orton, has resulted in damage 
to the kerbs and signage. Cumberland Council has been made aware of this and will hopefully 
reinstate the damage in due course. 

 
Car parking outside Great Orton School continues to be a problem at peak times. Several 
suggestions have been put forward by local councillors but no agreement has been reached. 
Cumbria Constabulary staff are aware of the problems and will enforce the law if necessary. 
 
Orton & District Public Hall  

In the year 2025 to 2026, Orton and District Public Hall has flourished, thanks to the continued 
hard work of the Committee. Grant funding has allowed improvements to be made to the facilities 
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so that the Hall is now a warm, comfortable and pleasant venue. The Committee is to be sincerely 
congratulated on its enthusiasm, however, more Committee members are desperately needed to 
help share the tasks so that a varied programme of community activities can continue to be 
offered. 

 
Local housing 
People who either live in or have a connection to Orton Parish are eligible to be given priority 
consideration by the housing association if they wish to rent a vacant property in Smiddy Croft, 
Great Orton. Once a vacancy arises, anyone who is interested should apply to Cumbria Choice 
and also inform the Parish Council of their interest. 
 
Parish Council Clerk 

On 31st March 2026, the Clerk to Orton Parish Council will be retiring after 20 years in the role. I 
would like to thank, most sincerely, all of the Councillors for their help and support over the years 
and for making the job such a pleasure. I shall miss everyone greatly and I wish the Council every 
success with all their endeavours, in the future.  
 
Defibrillators 
A reminder to all parishioners that there is a defibrillator on the wall of the shop in Great 
Orton; it is simple to use: no training is required and it is available to anyone in an 
emergency. 

 
The Parish Councillors 

Mr W. Little was re-elected as Chairman and Mrs L. Johnston was elected as Vice Chairman of the 
Parish Council for the year 2025/26. Cumberland Councillor Trevor Allison takes a keen interest in 
Parish Council meetings and we are grateful for his continuing support.  
 
The precept for 2026/27 has been increased to £9,817.50: this money is needed to cover the 
increasing costs of insurance cover, membership of Cumbria Association of Local Councils, 
communication costs, grass-cutting, staff costs, playground inspection fees, audit fees, web 
hosting fees, grants for churchyard maintenance, parish magazine fees and any unexpected costs, 
such as an election, that may arise during the year.  
 
Future meetings 

Dates of future meetings are posted on the parish notice boards and can also be found on the 
website at http://ortonpc-carlisle.org.uk . All meetings are open to the public and there is always an 
opportunity for public participation; all matters raised by members of the public are discussed and 
actions taken as necessary.  

 
The Parish Councillors give their time freely to work for the benefit of everyone in the community 
and would be delighted to have more members of the electorate attending Parish council meetings. 
Please come along, everyone is most welcome. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Several members of the public attended but there were no comments. 
 
DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held in Great Orton Village Hall on 1st March 2027 at 7.30pm. 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………………Chairman     Date……………………..… 

http://ortonpc-carlisle.org.uk/
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