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ORTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Website: www.ortonpc-carlisle.org.uk 

Date: 13 May 2026 
 

Councillors: You are summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Orton Parish Council on Monday 18 May 
2026 in the Village Hall, Great Orton, Carlisle at 7.30pm for the purpose of transacting the business itemised 
below. 
 

Members of the Public: Members of the public are welcome to attend and may address the Council during 
the formal meeting under Public Participation. Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, 
the public may be excluded whenever publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted.  
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Election of Chair 
a. To elect a Chair of the Council for 2026/27 
b. To receive the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

 

2. Apologies for absence – to receive apologies  
 

3. Appointment of Vice Chair 
a. To appoint a Vice Chair of the Council for 2026/27 
b. To receive the Vice Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

 

4. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of interest, Gifts and Hospitality – to receive any requests 
for Dispensations or Declarations of Interest from Councillors relating to items on the agenda, in 
accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct, and to note any gifts and hospitality. 

 

5. Public participation with regard to items on the agenda – to receive questions from members of the 
public relating to items on the agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct and standing 
orders 

 

6. Report from the Cumberland Councillor – for information only 
 

7. External Representation - to receive reports from Parish Council representatives on outside bodies 
a. Great Orton School  
b. Village Hall Committee  
c. Watchtree Nature Reserve 

 

8. Minutes – to confirm and sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 
 

9. Progress Report – the Clerk/Chair to report on outstanding actions not requiring further decision 
 

10. Governance  
a. Councillor Resignation – to note the resignation of Cllr Mr George Wills and the resulting 

vacancy. 
b. Staffing - to note the resignation of the former Clerk  
c. Review of representation on external bodies and confirmation of reporting arrangements 
d. To appoint representatives to Sub-Committees (Planning Working Group) 

 

 

Councillors are reminded of their obligations under the Code of Conduct, including declaring any 
relevant interests. 
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e. Policy Review – to consider the following policies  
i. Standing Orders 

ii. Financial Regulations 

iii. Complaints procedure 

iv. Freedom of Information Policy (inc. Publication Scheme) 

v. Data Protection Policy 

vi. Data Protection Road Map  

vii. Press and Media Protocol 
 

11. Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation – to receive and note the reconciliations and balances for March and April. 

 

b. Bank Statements – to acknowledge scrutiny and acceptance. 
 

c. Payments for Approval – to consider and approve the payment schedule and to confirm 
payments already made since the last meeting, including those made under delegated authority 
and those made from previously approved budgets. 

 

d. Receipts – to note receipts received since the last meeting. 
 

e. Annual Subscriptions and Regular Payments – to consider and agree the list 
£216.98 CALC & £52.00 ICO 

 

f. Statement of Accounts – to consider and approve the Statement of Accounts for the year 
ending 31 March 2026 

 

g. Asset Register Review and Approval – to consider and approve the updated Asset Register for 
2025/26 

 

h. Insurance Cover Review – to consider and agree the renewal for 2026/27 (cost for 2026/27 
£496.43 increased from £447.42 for 2025/26 reflecting prior year’s claim for gates) 

 

i. Internal Audit  
i. To receive and review the report from the Internal Auditor  

ii. To consider the appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2026/27 
 

j. External Audit 
i. Certificate of Exemption – to consider whether to complete a Certificate of Exemption 

from submission to the External Auditor due to being under the £25,000 threshold or to 
have a Limited Assurance Review 

ii. Section 1: Annual Governance Statement – to consider the questions and respond 
accordingly before authorising the Chair and Responsible Financial Officer to sign on 
behalf of Orton Parish Council 

iii. Section 2: Accounting Statements – to consider and agree the accounting statement 
figures before authorising the Chair to sign on behalf of Orton Parish Council 

iv. Electors’ Rights – to note the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights Wednesday 3 June to 
Tuesday 14 July 2026. 

v. Statement of Variance – to noter the Statement of Variance 
 

12. Schedule of Ordinary Council Meeting Dates for the Year 2026/27 – to approve the schedule of 
meeting dates 
2026: 20 July, 21 September, 16 November 2027: 18 January, 15 March, 17 May  
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13. Highways & Transport 
a. Highways & Flooding – Baldwinholme Flooding  

To receive the update in Appendix A and note any required actions. 
b. Public Transport – Bus Service Withdrawal  

To receive an update and consider any further action following parishioner concerns raised in 
March. 

c. Highways – Speeding & Parking  
To receive an update on speed devices, school parking arrangements, and any further actions 
required. 

d. Highways – HGV Use of Orton Road  
To consider concerns raised by parishioners. 

e. Highways – Road Closure Communications  
To receive an update on the request for clearer communication from Cumberland Council. 

 

14. Utilities & Infrastructure 
a. Utilities – Fibrus Cable Works  

To receive the update in Appendix B. 
b. Sewage Discharge – United Utilities Asset UUP00842, Great Orton Wastewater Pumping 

Station 
To receive correspondence and the summary in Appendix C and consider any appropriate 
action. 

 

15. Parish Assets & Play Area 
a. Assets – Teen Shelter Removal  

To confirm completion or agree next steps. 
b. Play Area – Kompan Swing Adjustment  

To confirm completion or agree next steps 
 

16. Planning 
 

a. Planning Applications – to consider all recent applications received from Cumberland Council 
detailed below and any other planning applications submitted between the circulation of this 
agenda and the meeting: 

 

b. Notices of Decision – to note any notices of decision received. 
 

17. Confidential Item – Staffing 
To consider a staffing matter.  
The public and press will be excluded under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due 
to the confidential nature of the business. 
 

18. Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda where decisions are 
not required (other than adding to the agenda for a future meeting)  

 

19. Items for information or next Agenda only – all items for the next agenda to be submitted to the 
Clerk by Friday 10 July 
 

20. Date of next meeting – to confirm the date of the next meeting as Monday 20 July at 7.30pm in 
Village Hall, Great Orton, Carlisle,  

 

J Cornah Wade   

Joanne Cornah Wade, Clerk to the Council 
Eriskay Cottage, Bromfield, Wigton CA7 3NB 
clerk@ortonpc-carlisle.org.uk     

mailto:clerk@ortonpc-carlisle.org.uk
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11c Invoices for payment 

 
Listing of Unapproved Payments 

Dated between 01/04/2025 and 31/03/2027 

Orton Parish Council current account 

Voucher Date Description Supplier / Customer Account Name Net (£) Payment inc VAT (£) 

1 CQ 19.05.26 Annual Subscription CALC Subscription 216.98 216.98 

2 CQ 19.05.26 ICO 2026/27 Information Commissioner Data Protection 52.00 52.00 

3 CQ 19.05.26 Internal Audit D Couling Audit 45.00 45.00 

4 CQ 19.05.26 Payroll  Cumbria Payroll Services Payroll 17.75 21.30 

5 CQ 19.05.26 Insurance 2026/27 Zurich Payroll 496.43 496.43 

6 CQ 19.05.26 Postage Clerk P McDonald Clerk expenses 24.37 24.37 

TOTAL     852.53 856.08 
 

11c Invoices paid 

 

Voucher Date Description Supplier Net (£) Gross (£) 

/ / / / / / 

Total — — — / / 

 
         

11d Receipts 

Voucher Date Reference Description Customer Total (£) 

1 01.04.26 Credit Precept Cumberland Council / 

Total — — — — / 

 
 

 
Prepared by 
Name: J Cornah Wade, Clerk & RFO  
Date: 01.05.26 
 
Approved by 
Name and Role:  
Date: 18.05.26 
 
Approved by 
Name and Role:  
Date: 18.05.26 
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Appendix A – Baldwinholme Flooding: Background and Current Position 
Summary of issue 
Flooding continues to affect Baldwinholme, with concerns raised about: 

 Blocked or damaged culvert under the road 
 Cracked concrete slabs affecting water flow and exposing an electricity cable 
 Need for verge grips to direct water 
 Repeated flooding during periods of heavy rain 

A previous request was made for sandbags to help direct water into the ditch at the road junction. 
This issue has been raised by parishioners at multiple meetings and remains unresolved. 
 
1. Matters Raised at Parish Council Meetings 
Ordinary Meeting – 2 March 2026 
The minutes record that: 
“The collapsed culvert on the Grange Road, near Baldwinholme, is on the Cumberland Council list for repair.” 
Open Meeting – 2 March 2026 
The Chairman’s report states: 
“Resolution of the flooding in Baldwinholme and rebuilding of a collapsed culvert is still awaited.” 
 
2. Correspondence Received 
24 March 2026 – Cllr Trevor Allison (site visit) 
Cllr Allison reported that: 

 No properties required sandbags for protection 
 Sandbags had previously been used to direct water into the ditch 
 Verge grips may be required 
 Residents remain concerned about the culvert repair 
 He requested clarity on repair timescales 

26 March 2026 – Mark Wilson, Cumberland Council Highways 
Highways confirmed that: 

 They met with Electricity North West (ENWL) 
 A project brief and ticket will be raised 
 Works will include replacing damaged slabs and fully clearing the culvert 
 Coordination with ENWL is required 
 Works will be scheduled when weather and water levels allow 

 
3. Cumberland Highways Update – Enquiry EI/278005  
An email from Cumberland Highways (24 April 2026) confirms: 

 The culvert remains under investigation 
 ENWL and Highways have been in discussion to rectify the issue 
 Work cannot proceed until water levels drop sufficiently for safe access 
 The damaged slab will be replaced and the culvert assessed and cleared 
 The matter remains open under Enquiry Reference EI/278005 
 Residents can track progress via the Highways reporting system 

 
4. Current Position 

 Cumberland Council Highways and ENWL have agreed the required works 
 The project brief and scheduling are pending 
 Safe access is dependent on weather and water levels 
 The issue remains on the Highways repair list 
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Appendix B – Fibrus Cable Works: Update from Highways & Fibrus 
Summary of Site Meeting (March 2026) 
A joint site visit took place between Cumberland Highways, Fibrus, and the landowner. The visit was 
described as productive, and several actions were agreed. 
Key Outcomes 

 Exposed ducting: 
Fibrus will relocate and re-cover the exposed ducting within the verge.  

 Access chamber: 
The existing chamber will be removed and re-sited to a wider section of verge to improve safety and 
access.  

 Coordination with the landowner: 
Highways and Fibrus will work jointly with the landowner to establish a safe dig zone when the ditch 
is being cleared. All parties will coordinate activities on site.  

 Safety status: 
Highways confirmed there are no current safety concerns at the location.  

 Road closure: 
Highways will apply for a road closure for early July, subject to suitable weather. The ditch must be 
dry enough to prevent collapse during excavation.  

Next Steps 
 Highways to submit the road closure application on behalf of Fibrus. 
 Fibrus to carry out the agreed works once conditions allow. 
 Landowner to coordinate ditch-clearing with the scheduled works. 

 
Appendix C – Sewage Discharge Data (United Utilities Asset UUP00842)  
Summary of parishioner-submitted data showing 80 sewage discharge events between 6 December 2025 
and 6 March 2026. A further 22 sewage discharge events were recorded between 7 March 2026 and 3 May 
2026. 
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