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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Orton Parish Council held on Monday 1st 
September 2025, at 7.30pm in Great Orton Village Hall, Great Orton. 
 

Present: Councillor Mrs L. Johnston (Chair), Parish Councillors; M. Cork, E. 
Norman, W. Reed, N. Orchard. 

 
45/25   Apologies             

Councillor M. Howes was unable to attend (work commitments), Councillor G. Wills 
was unable to attend (out of county), their apologies were accepted. Chairman W. 
Little was detained but attended and chaired the meeting at 8:00pm. 

 
46/25   Minutes  

It was Resolved that the minutes of the council meeting held on 7th July 2025 be 
amended and signed by the Chairman as a true record at the November meeting. 
(Copy enclosed). 

      
47/25   Public participation         

Several members of the public attended the meeting and raised the following issues: 
a) The speed of traffic in Great Orton, specifically the Roebuck Pastures area, has 

increased in recent times. A request was made for a speed measuring strip to be 
installed. 

b) Tree growth has made visibility of the road difficult near to Smiddy Croft: 
Councillors volunteered to trim the trees accordingly. 

c) In response to a question about the Parish Council’s responsibility to maintain 
any seat which might be placed in the graveyard, it was pointed out that charity 
money had been raised some time ago to cover the cost of a seat and that the 
Parish Council would not be willing to pay for its maintenance. 

d) It was reiterated that the pavement outside the play area is subsiding; 
Cumberland Council Highways staff are to be notified again. 

 
48/25   Declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests      
 There were no declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests received. 
    
49/25   Parish Councillors Notification of Change to Personal Interests 
 There were no notifications of any changes to Councillors’ personal interests. 
 
50/25   Request for Dispensations 
 There were no requests for dispensations received. 
 
51/25   Chairman’s Announcements 

1) The Chairman made the following announcements: 
2) The teen shelter adjacent to the play area looks shabby and there are signs of 

corrosion in the upper supports. It was suggested that the roof be removed but the 
seating be retained; this suggestion is to be explored further. 

3) Kompan are to be contacted again regarding the small swing in the play area; a 
written verification that it is at the correct height is to be sought. 

4) The 30mph signs at Mains Fauld will be moved to the present edge of the village. 
 
52/25   Reports  

Cumberland Councillor Trevor Allison 
a) Councillor T. Allison reported that he has continued to communicate with Messrs 

Fibrus Ltd regarding the cabling problems in Great Orton. He continues to urge 
that that the cables should be on poles behind the hedge. 

b) The new Highways Liaison Officer for the area asked to look into all the highway 
issues noted at the last Parish Council meeting, particularly the state of the road 
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between Thursby and Orton Rigg, along with faint road markings at the Four 
Road Ends crossing, the Wellington Inn junction and the Woodhouses junction. 

 
 Great Orton School Report 

There was no report as the children and teachers were on holiday. It was hoped that 
there would be 6 new starters next term, giving a total number of about 34 children.  
 

 The Village Hall Committee representative 
There were no representatives at this meeting but the AGM should take place soon. 

 
The Watchtree Representative 
Watchtree continues to progress well; the Councillor Little is now an advisor on the 
woodland and wildlife areas. The AGM is planned to take place in the near future. 

  
53/25   Planning 

The following planning applications were noted: 
1) Erection of single storey rear extension to provide sunroom at Lake View, Little 

Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0374 No objections. 
2) Extension to existing crop store and extension to silage pit to form dry crop store at  

Tempest Tower, Little Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0394 No objections but the   
water from the roof needs to go into a drain as a lot of water runs out onto the road 
already. 

3) Hybrid application comprising: outline planning permission (with all matters reserved 
except for access) for demolition and removal of existing slurry tank and clamp/yard, 
and re-development for residential purposes (plots 1-8) with associated Infrastructure 
works; and full planning permission for demolition/removal of existing shed and lean-
to, and conversion of remaining barns to 5no. dwellings (plots 9-13) and associated 
Infrastructure at Baldwinholme Farm, Baldwinholme, Carlisle, CA5 6LJ. Ref: 25/0474 
 
Cumberland Council approval of the following applications was noted; 

1) Roofing over existing cattle loafing yard at Little Orton Farm, Little Orton,  
Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0317  

2) Roofing over existing concrete yard between cattle buildings at Little Orton Farm, 
Little Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0318  

 
Cumberland Council refusal of the following application was noted; 

1) Installation of a biomass boiler (part retrospective) at Criccieth, Woodhouses,  
Great Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6LN. Ref: 20/0642 

 
54/25   Financial Report  

It was Resolved that the Financial Report of 31st July 2025 be approved and 
accepted. It was noted that there were no deviations from budget and that the 
following monies had been received:  
a) HSBC (bank interest)                          £5.95 
b) HSBC (2nd error compensation)             £40.00 

                
55/25 Payment of Accounts 

It was Resolved that the following accounts be authorised for payment:  
a) Moore (External auditor invoice)                     £252.00 
b) Clerk’s salary (March to September 2025 - 3.5hrs per week)      £1,128.40 
c) HMRC (PAYE)               £282.10 
d) HSBC (Bank charges)                                                                               £9.00 
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56/25 Parking and Road Issues in Great Orton  
a) It was Resolved that local residents were strongly opposed to grass protectors on 

the green so this did not appear to be an acceptable solution to the problems caused 
by parked vehicles outside Great Orton Primary School.  

b) It was Resolved that Councillor Allison would ask the new Highways Liaison Officer 
to look into the following issues: 

i. a refresh of the give way markings at The Wellington Inn, Great Orton and the 
road junction at The Bow.  

ii. a TRO request for double yellow lines at the Wellington Inn side of the road 
junction in Great Orton. 

iii. some light bulbs needed to be renewed outside Great Orton primary school and 
the timing of the flashing school warning signs need to be checked. 

 
57/25   Gypsy Lonning, Little Orton, damage to barriers 

It was Resolved that a quotation to carry out the repair work for £725 plus VAT 
would be accepted, in the absence of any other contractor willing to do the work. 

 
58/25 Orton Parish street furniture & Great Orton Play Area 

1) It was noted that none of the parish seats or notice boards needed any repairs at 
the time of inspection.  

2) It was Resolved that Councillors would look into the possibility of retaining the 
seats but removing the roof and capping off the remaining upright posts.  

3) It was Resolved that Kompan would be contacted again regarding height of the 
equipment in the play area. 

 
59/25   Correspondence 

Items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted (schedule 
attached) 

 
60/25   Date of Next Meeting  

It was noted that the next ordinary Parish Council meeting will be at 7.30pm, on 
Monday 3rd November 2025 in Great Orton Village Hall. 

 
 
 
 

………………………………….Signed      …………………………………..Date 
 

 
CORRESPONDANCE SEPTEMBER 2025 

 
HSBC      Reduced interest rates on savings account. 
 
NBB Outdoors     Trade literature 
Harker Garden Buildings Ltd   Trade literature 
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