
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Orton Parish Council held on Monday 7th July 
2025, at 7.30pm in Great Orton Village Hall, Great Orton. 
 

Present: Councillor Mr W. Little (Chairman), Parish Councillors G. Wills, 
L. Johnston, M. Cork, M. Howse, E. Norman. 

 
28/25   Apologies             

Councillor W. Reed was unable to attend (work commitments) and his apology was 
accepted. Councillor Orchard was unable to attend (out of county) and his apology 
was accepted. 

 
29/25   Minutes  

It was Resolved that the minutes of the council meeting held on 7th July 2025 be 
signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Copy enclosed). 

      
30/25   Public participation         

A member of the public attended the meeting and raised the following issues: 
a) The volume of traffic on the roads around Orton Rigg has increased in recent 

years but the roads themselves are in a very poor state of repair; in addition, they 
are not suitable to support a 60mph speed limit. 

b) Further discussion about local roads revealed that the road markings at the Four 
Road Ends junction have deteriorated and that cars have been seen driving 
across without stopping. 

c) The stones around the Great Orton Beacon are broken and in need of repair and 
the shield needs to be cleaned. 

d) The wall in St Giles’ churchyard has fallen down: this is the responsibility of the 
PCC. 

e) The pavement outside the play area is subsiding; Cumberland Council Highways 
staff are to be notified. 

 
31/25   Declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests      

Councillor E. Norman declared an interest with respect to agenda items 36/25 
(1) and (2) as he is the applicant. 

     
32/25   Parish Councillors Notification of Change to Personal Interests 

 There were no notifications of any changes to Councillors’ personal interests. 
 
33/25   Request for Dispensations 
 There were no requests for dispensations received. 
 
34/25   Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman made the following announcements: 
a) Following completion of the new play area, the old swings were sold at auction 

and raised £12.99 for the council. 

b) The white line road markings at the Woodhouses junction and the Four Road 

Ends Junction need to be repainted. 

35/25   Reports  
Cumberland Councillor Trevor Allison 
a) Councillor T. Allison had contacted Messrs Fibrus Ltd regarding the cabling 

problems in Great Orton. He was informed that the cables should be on poles 
behind the hedge. 

b) Many of the potholes in the Baldwinholme road have been filled but some still 
remain. 



 

 
 Great Orton School Report 

The School Governors circulated a full newsletter, giving details of the poetry 
workshop, swimming lessons, a trip to Blackpool Zoo and a Barbeque. It is planned 
to dig up a time capsule from 25 years ago. Before the end of term there will be 
sports day, a geography trip and wheelchair basketball. It is hoped to refurbish the 
school toilets in the future too. There are now 37 children on the school roll. 
 

 The Village Hall Committee representative 
 There was nothing to report at this meeting but everything continues well. 
 

The Watchtree Representative 
Watchtree continues to progress; inclement weather has meant that the café has 
been busy. The Chairman has continued to give talks to local people, including a 
group of 40 from Brampton. 

           
36/25   Planning 

The following planning applications were noted: 
1) Roofing over existing cattle loafing yard at Little Orton Farm, Little Orton,  
      Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0317 No objections. 
2) Roofing over existing concrete yard between cattle buildings at Little Orton Farm, 

Little Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0318 No objections. 
3) Formation of slurry lagoon with impermeable floating cover at land to the south of     

Tempest Tower, Little Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0316 No objections. 
4) Erection of a single storey rear extension to provide sunroom at Lake View, Little 

Orton, Carlisle, CA5 6EP. Ref: 25/0374 No objections. 
 

37/24 Financial Report  
It was Resolved that the Financial Report of 30th June 2025 be approved and 
accepted. It was noted that there were no deviations from budget and that the 
following monies had been received:  

a) HSBC (compensation for banking errors & postage costs)              £33.55 
b) HMRC (VAT refund)                 £364.05 
c) H&H Auctions (sale of old swing seats)                 £12.99 

 
38/25 Payment of Accounts 

It was Resolved that the following accounts be authorised for payment:  
a) Orton Parish Council (Transfer funds to D/A)           £4,000.00 
b) P. Macdonald (Refund costs incurred by HSBC errors)               £33.55 
 

39/25   Bank Issues 
It was noted that HSBC have removed their monthly £8.00 charge on the current 
account. It was Resolved that £33.55 be refunded to the Clerk for excess postage 
and work caused by HSBC errors.  

  
40/25 Parking and Road Issues in Great Orton  

1) It was Resolved that possible solutions to alleviate the problems caused by parked 
vehicles outside Great Orton Primary School would be discussed at the next 
meeting. Councillor Allison would send pictures of grass protectors by email. 

a) It was Resolved that requests to refresh the give way markings at The Wellington 
Inn, Great Orton, also the road junction at The Bow would be made to Cumberland 
Council. It was Resolved that a TRO request would be made for double yellow lines 
to be painted on The Wellington Inn side of the road junction. 

b) It was Resolved that Cumberland Council would be informed that some light bulbs 
needed to be renewed outside Great Orton primary school. 



 

c) It was Resolved that the timing of the flashing school warning signs would be 
investigated. 

d) It was Resolved that 30mph repeater signs would not be placed throughout the 
village. 

 
41/25   Gypsy Lonning, Little Orton, damage to barriers  

It was Resolved that, because of difficulties in finding a contractor, this item would 
be deferred to the next meeting. 

 
42/25 Orton Parish street furniture & Great Orton Play Area 

(i) It was noted that none of the parish seats or notice boards needed any repairs at 
the time of inspection.  

(ii) It was Resolved that the future of the teen-shelter would be discussed with 
parishioners and agreed at the next meeting. 

(iii) It was noted that the drains in the play area seem to be working well at present. 
(iv) It was Resolved that Kompan would be contacted again regarding height of the 

equipment in the play area. 
 
43/25   Correspondence 

Items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted (schedule 
attached) 

 
44/25   Date of Next Meeting  

It was noted that the next ordinary Parish Council meeting will be at 7.30pm, on 
Monday 1st September 2025 in Great Orton Village Hall. 

 

 
………………………………….Signed      …………………………………..Date 

 
 

CORRESPONDANCE JULY 2025 

 
HSBC      Complaint resolution letter. 
HSBC      Second complaint resolution letter. 
HSBC      Reduced interest rates on savings account. 
HSBC      Cessation of £8.00 monthly fee for account 
 
NBB Outdoors     Trade literature 
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