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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and Ordinary Meeting of Orton Parish Council
held on Monday 12th May 2025, at 7.30pm and 8.00pm respectively in Great Orton
Village Hall, Great Orton.

01/25 Election of Chairman for Council Year 2025/26.
It was Resolved that Councillor W. Little be unanimously elected Chairman for
council year 2025/26.

02/25 To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Councillor W. Little signed a Declaration of Acceptance (enclosed) of the office of

Chair for council year 2025/26 and agreed to abide by the Code of Conduct.

03/25 To appoint a Vice Chairman for Council Year 2025/26
It was Resolved that Councillor L. Johnston be elected as Vice Chair for 2024/25.

04/25 To appoint representatives to the Sub-Committee
It was Resolved that the following be appointed to the Planning Working Group for
council year 2025/26: Councillors W. Little, G. Wills, E. Norman, M. Cork, W. Reed,
L. Johnston, M. Howes and N. Orchard.

05/25 To appoint representatives to outside bodies
It was Resolved that the following be appointed for council year 2025/26:
Representative on the Watchtree Committee: Councillor W. Little.
Representatives on Great Orton School: Joint Chairs of Governors.
Representatives on Orton & District Public Halls Committee: Councillors G. Wills and
M. Howes.

06/25 Annual subscriptions
It was Resolved that the following subscription be paid:
a) CALC subscription £210.34

This marked the end of the AGM & the commencement of the ordinary meeting.

07/25 Apologies
Councillors W. Reed sent apologies that he might be delayed but attended the
meeting. There were no other apologies.

08/25 Minutes
It was Resolved that the minutes of the council meeting held on 3 March 2025 be
signed by the Chairman as a true record. (Copy enclosed).

09/25 Public participation
No members of the public attended the meeting but the point was raised, on behalf of
a parishioner, that Cumberland Council’s new charge of £40 for a second green
waste bin would encourage fly tipping.

10/25 Declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests
There were no declarations of notifiable pecuniary interests received.

11/25 Parish Councillors Notification of Change to Personal Interests
There were no notifications of any changes to Councillors’ personal interests

12/25 Request for Dispensations
No requests for dispensation were received.



13/25

14/25
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Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman made the following announcements:

1) The Birks Wood Road in Baldwinholme has now been re-surfaced and the edges
of surrounding roads have been repaired.

2) Re-painting of the white lines at the junction of the Great Orton/Moorhouse road
Junction still needs to be carried out, however.

Reports

Cumberland Councillor T.Allison reported that:

1) A request has been made to Cumberland Council for a TRO to move the 30mph
sign at Mains Fauld, Great Orton.

2) An application could be made to the Fells & Solway Community Grant Panel for
funds to repair the teen shelter in Great Orton play area.

Great Orton School Report

A very colourful and full Newsletter was distributed showing the many exciting
activities that are taking place within the school, including the VE Day celebrations
and barbeque. There are presently 34 pupils on the roll.

Village Hall Committee Report
There have been no meetings in the past few months.

Watchtree Report
The Watchtree representative reported that events continue to be very successful.

15/25 Planning

16/25

The following planning application was noted:
Erection of single storey side extension to provide en-suite bedroom at Dale View,
Baldwinholme, Carlisle, CA5 6LJ Ref:25/0116.

Cumberland Council approval of the following applications was noted:
1) Erection of 1.5 storey detached dwelling at Kimdale, Orton Rigg, Great Orton,

Carlisle, CA5 6LL Ref: 25/0065.
2) Erection of single storey side extension to provide en-suite bedroom at Dale

View, Baldwinholme, Carlisle, CA5 6LJ Ref:25/0116.

Financial Report

1. It was Resolved that Orton Parish Council had completed Form 3 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25.
a) It was Resolved that the Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 be approved
and accepted.
b) It was Resolved that the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 be approved

and accepted.
c) It was Resolved that the Accounting Statements for 2024/25 be approved and

accepted.

2. It was Resolved that the Financial Reports for the year ending 315t March 2025
be approved, also deviations from budget were noted.

3. It was Resolved that the Financial Report of 30th April 2025 be approved, no
deviations from budget were noted and the following monies were received:
a) Cumberland Council (Precept) £9,350.00
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17/25 Payment of Accounts
It was Resolved that the following accounts would be authorised for payment:

a) CALC (subscription) £210.34
b) ICO fee £52.00
c) D. Couling (Internal audit) £45.00
d) CPSL (PAYE Services) £19.80
e) Zurich (Insurance) £487.39
f) J. W. Bird (play area drainage work) £537.60

18/25 Bank changes
It was Resolved that the new HSBC mandate has been put in place and the HSBC
Safeguarding review has been completed successfully.

19/25 Parking issues outside Great Orton Primary School
Cumberland Councillor T. Allison has agreed to produce a plan to alleviate parking
congestion outside Great Orton School.

20/25 Gypsy Lonning, Little Orton, damage to barriers
No further progress has been made on this issue because of difficulty in finding a
suitable contractor.

21/25 Orton Parish street furniture & Great Orton Play Area
Following the receipt of reports, it was noted that:

a) None of the parish seats or notice boards needed repairs at the time of
inspection.

b) It was agreed that the teen shelter roof needed to be repaired. It was
Resolved that enquiries would be made to replace the damaged panel.

c) It was noted that the play area drains had been rodded and cleared.

d) The latest play area safety report has been circulated to Parish Councillors.

22/25 Village drains becoming blocked
Recent work by Cumberland Council staff has hopefully improved the drainage in
Great Orton.

23/25 Fibrus Fibre Optic Cable Issues
Concerns about Fibrus cable laying are being investigated by Cumberland Council
senior staff. It was noted that the ditch near Roebuck Pastures, Great Orton, had
been cleaned, the chamber repaired and the ditch sides partially reinstated.
Cumberland Councillor T. Allison will make a site visit with a member of the
Highways Department staff.

24/25 General Power of Competence
It was Resolved that Orton Parish Council is eligible to use the General Power of
Competence.

25/25 Annual Risk Assessment and Internal Audit
It was Resolved that the annual risk assessment document was appropriate and
that the internal audit process was effective.

26/25 Correspondence
Items of correspondence received since the last meeting were noted (schedule
attached)
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27/25 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next ordinary Parish Council meeting will be at 7.30pm on
Monday 7th July 2025 in Great Orton Village Hall.

CORRESPONDANCE MAY 2025

J. W. Bird Invoice for drainage work

CALC Annual subscription notice

Clerks & Councils Direct Edition May 2025 Issue 159

Cumbria Payroll Services Ltd Notice of price increase to £17.75 (+VAT)
HSBC Safeguarding review completed
Information Commissioner’s Office Notice of cost increase to £52

Elan City Speed Signs Trade literature

Glasdon Trade literature

NBB Outdoors Trade literature
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